Pichiguila Club
Introduction
For more than forty years Pichiguila Hunting Club has been one of the best kept secrets of wild duck and dove hunting. 

If you like to shoot a large variety of wild ducks, Pichiguila Hunting Club is for you. If you love nature, don’t want to wear waders and don’t like cold blinds, our expansive marsh is for you. If you want to enjoy five-star accommodations and the finest amenities without sacrificing your privacy, Pichiguila Hunting Club is your pintail heaven and the best deal in the world. 

Feel free to browse our website at http://www.pichiguila.com 

For more information or to make reservations, call us at (305) 704-3473 or send us an e-mail at tonypicot@gmail.com
About Pichiguila Club

Pichiguila Club is strategically located southeast of the Gulf of California. It is situated between the Pacific and Central Flyways, in one of the most unique regions of northwest Mexico, near Culiacan, the capital city of the state of Sinaloa. It extends over 100,000 acres and hosts more than 14 species of wild ducks, White-winged and Mourning doves. 

Our habitat forms an essential element of the tidal marsh of the Chiricahueto Lagoon and Ensenada del Pabellon. Today, this marsh is considered as a complex and rare eco-system in the world.  Many plants and wildlife rely on this environment for food, water, shelter and nesting areas. The survival of many endangered North American waterfowl species depend on our marsh, waterways, mudflats, swamps, estuaries and mangrove forests. 

In 1966, President Eisenhower came to hunt in our marsh. He was so enthralled by his hunting experience that he urged our founder, Mr. Tony Pico, Senior to create a hunting club.  Since then our wild duck hunting and dove shoots have become legendary and synonymous with excellence. 

In the fall and winter months Pichiguila Hunting Club becomes a wing shooter’s paradise. Thousands of wintering North American waterfowl cloud the sky above our Premier Club Lodge and our Wingshooting Club. Every day the air is filled with the calls of thousands of wild ducks, water birds and shorebirds, a short distance from the Sea of Cortez. This unbelievable scene is found nowhere else in the northern hemisphere.

The hunting season runs from early November to the first week of March. Each year Pichiguila Club has record numbers of Northern Pintail (Sprig), Blue-winged, Cinnamon and Green-winged Teal, Scaup, Shoveler, Pichiguila Fulvous and Black-Bellied Whistling Tree Ducks to name a few. We also have White-winged and Mourning doves in abundance. 
History

We are a family owned and operated business with more than forty years of experience. Our founder Tony Pico, Senior officially opened the doors to Pichiguila Hunting Club in 1968 following the advice of President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who had come to hunt with him in 1966. Ever since thousands of hunters have come to our exclusive marsh to enjoy the finest wild duck and dove shoots in North America. 
Mr. Tony Pico Senior retired a few years ago without giving up his passion for hunting. He remains an iconic figure for generations of wingshooters who have come to appreciate his professionalism and love for Pichiguila Club and its highly prized ducks. 

Today his son Tony Pico, Junior continues the family tradition. Each year he invites you to experience our five-star Hunting Lodge in the breathtaking settings of the Chiricahueto Lagoon. Word of mouth and referrals from satisfied guests account for 80% of our business. Among our most prestigious and passionate hunters are many world-famous celebrities, royalty and political figures as well as prominent businessmen and private sportsmen from many countries all over the world.  

The ability to change and satisfy our international clientele is the foundation of Pichiguila Hunting Club. Our philosophy and commitment to our guests emphasize all our family traditions of glorious hunts in our bird rich habitat and our core values passed from generation to generation. 
Wild Duck and Dove Hunting Experience
During the hunting season from early November through the first week of March, our hunting grounds feature an amazing quantity and variety of wild ducks. We have more Pintails than anywhere else in North America. Our other prized species are Teal, Scaup, Shoveler and native Pichiguilas to name a few as well as Mourning and White-winged doves. Our ongoing sustained conservation and management plans provide a viable natural habitat for these wild ducks and other wildlife thriving in our land of great biodiversity.
A typical reservation with us includes three nights’ accommodations, three morning duck shoots and two afternoon dove shoots. We offer duck hunting in the afternoon as well. The very generous bag limits found in Mexico combined with an exceptional variety of our quality birds are the rule at Pichiguila Hunting Club, not the exception.
Your hunting vacation begins from the moment you land at the airport. Comfortably seated in our private vans you head to our Hunting Lodge. Here your first class accommodations overlook a pristine lagoon. Greeted by our staff, you can relax and refresh yourself with any drink you like. Fresh margaritas made by our barman are famous among our guests. On your first night you enjoy a delicious gourmet dinner prepared by our chef. You can then unwind in our welcoming club facilities before retiring to your bungalow in your golf cart. 
The Hunting Experience

In the cool early morning our highly skilled airboat operators transfer you to your blind, only a few minutes away from the Lodge. Our hunting guides have fast access anywhere in the marsh with the airboats. These seasoned professionals know our diverse habitat and waterfowl perfectly. They will lead you to different bird-rich spots throughout the hunt to maximize your opportunities. Different locations in the marsh give you different shooting perspectives and different species of ducks.
Our blinds are limited to a party of two hunters. Concealed by thick reeds, these blinds are raised on solid bolted platforms one foot above the water, thus eliminating the need for waders.  Equipped with wooden railings they feature shelves to store your shotgun shells and wooden chairs for your comfort.

Hidden in your blind, you may spot scores of swift, fast-flying Pintails, volleys of Teal, flocks of Pichiguilas and Scaup driven towards you by our skilled airboat operators. Since these birds are not shot over decoys, the thrill of pass shooting, overhead and horizontal shots is non-stop as the morning winds up and the birds keep coming, flying high or low over the water. Your birdboy will retrieve your downed birds.  He may increase your opportunities by skillfully propping up the downed birds’ heads with a stick and using them as decoys. At the end of your shooting session, your birds will be loaded onto the airboat. 
Back at the Hunting Lodge facilities you enjoy a gourmet meal and relax before your afternoon duck or dove shoot. You can also take an inspiring eco-tour of the Chiricahueto Lagoon to witness the beauty of our incredible habitat and its biodiversity.       
Your hunting vacation days will pretty much combine glorious shooting sessions out in the field with the best amenities and gourmet food back at the Premier Club Lodge facilities. Our attentive service and exquisite bungalows dedicated to exclusive groups of hunters have become the hallmark of our wild duck hunting experience. 
Premier Club and Hunting Lodge

Located just a few hours’ flight from many American cities, our Premier Club Lodge provides world class accommodations in the breathtaking settings of an expansive lagoon. Our five separate bungalow style accommodations were concrete-built in 2003. Each bungalow has a thatched roof over solid ceiling to blend in with our natural settings. 

The spacious bungalows feature private en-suite baths with double sinks and rain-head showers provide the feel of luxurious outdoor living rarely found in a hunting lodge. AC units and ceiling fans keep the rooms cool at all times. Inviting verandas display breathtaking views of the lagoon and its waterfowl, especially at sunrise and sunset. The scenery in the late afternoon is magic.
Designed for eight guests, the bungalows are based on double occupancy. They are tastefully furnished with two queen-sized beds, night tables, a desk and chairs, as well as an extra twin bed. One bungalow is available for single occupancy for more comfort and privacy. Maid and room service are provided daily. Golf carts are available for short transfers between the bungalows and the Lodge main facilities. 

Life at the Lodge

In the early morning coffee and fresh squeezed orange juice is delivered to your doorsteps by our room service staff.  “Pick what you want” for a wholesome hearty continental breakfast served in the dining room. You and your fellow sportsmen then head to the marsh for the shoot of a lifetime! Each day at Pichiguila Hunting Club is unique. 
After a busy morning in the field, you return to the Lodge for a gourmet meal, delicious deserts and a fine wine selection. The menu combines Mexican style and international cuisine to satisfy the fine dining enthusiast. It also highlights outdoor grilling with fares such as the suckling pig on the spit to enhance your culinary experience and luxury lifestyle vacation.

In the late afternoon, after another intensive shoot in the marsh our guests usually take advantage of the mild weather and relax in our open-air dining room and bar area. Cool margaritas prepared by our barman are served with freshly prepared hors d’oeuvres such as tasty quesadillas, fresh shrimp cocktails, chips loaded with heavenly guacamole, refried beans, fried potatoes and onions. Your host Tony Pico, Jr. makes sure all his guests eat like kings.  
As the night begins to unfold, the weather is cool. The sun gloriously sets, shedding reddish and earthy colors over the lagoon.  The atmosphere is casual and conversation is lively. Everyone has a story to tell about exceptional shots in the marsh. Camaraderie in the relaxed atmosphere of the bar, dining room or pool area reveals easy rapport and good will among the cheerful guests.  Belated flocks of birds heading to their roost and breathtaking views of the lagoon seal special moments for those who choose to unwind in the rest area festooned with hammocks. 
In the evening guests revel in sumptuous dinners prepared by our onsite chef. He uses only fresh products with local natural ingredients. The menu combines Mexican favorites with international cuisine and outdoor grilling. Main courses highlight grass-fed beef, shell and shellfish caught the same day as well as delicious game highlight. Desserts and sorbets along with a great selection of fine wines compliment your culinary experience. 
Grandiose hunting and gourmet food are our hallmark, along with our legendary attention to detail and service. Our famous margaritas, suckling pig on the spit cooked to perfection, teal breast and filet mignon of grass-fed beef will leave you everlasting memories of your 3 days outdoor style living in the breathtaking settings of the Chiricahueto Lagoon.  
Mexican Wingshooting Club

Our Mexican Wingshooting Club is designed for six hunters only. We offer our exceptional hunting grounds combined with hotel accommodations in the nearby city of Culiacan, 30 miles away and approximately 45 minutes drive from our Hunting Club facilities.

To guarantee maximum comfort and the finest amenities to our hunters who prefer the city life during their hunting vacation, we have selected the three best independent hotels in Culiacan. We have negotiated preferred rates with the hotel owners who pride themselves on the famous Mexican tradition of hospitality and professional service. These hotels feature air-conditioned guest rooms, daily maid service, swimming pools, dining facilities and disco bars. Many restaurants offer fine dining near these hotels. 
Culiacan is the capital of the state of Sinaloa. The city also has become a business center in this area where agriculture is the main economic activity. Culiacan has a rich history that harks back to Aztec settlements as far back as 628. Around 1531, the Spaniards settled in the area and gave the city its distinguished ancient monuments. Nature tourism, bird hunting, fishing and a wistful Mexican lifestyle make Culiacan an appealing destination.
A reservation at the Wingshooting Club includes daily breakfast and lunch but not dinner. We provide airport reception and ground transportation from your hotel to our facilities. We will pass on the negotiated hotel rates and savings to our sportsmen at the time of their reservation with us. 

The hunting amenities are second to none. Our highly skilled hunting guides guarantee you amazing hunts of specialty ducks in extensive tracks of land added to our property over the years. 

Hunting Information 
Pichiguila Hunting Club is a world class location with an exceptional combination of quality wild duck hunting and luxurious outdoor living. We also want to make sure your hunting vacation is unforgettable and hassle-free in every aspect. Rest assured we will do our best to assist you with all your travel needs from the moment you contact us.
Professional Services

Our professional services include the most experienced and professional hunting guides, the best birdboys and airboat operators in the field. Our onsite gunsmith, game cleaners, maid service, barman and chef are dedicated to your total satisfaction. We will process your gun permits and hunting licenses after your reservation. If you are planning to travel in your private plane, our expert agent will help you clear customs swiftly. He will also process all required paperwork for your plane upon arrival and departure.
Hunting Season

The hunting season usually runs from early November through the first week of March. However in 2008-2009, the Hunting authorities extended its duration to March 15th, giving our hunters an opportunity to shoot twice during the same season. 
Hunting Rates

Reservations at Pichiguila Hunting Club are typically for three nights and three days with three morning duck shoots and two afternoon duck or two dove shoots. Hunters have the option to relax one afternoon at the Hunting Lodge or to take an awe-inspiring eco-tour of the Chiricahueto Lagoon where wildlife viewing is outstanding with Millions of waterfowl in their winter home. 
Pricing will vary according to your reservation dates, group size, duration and specific needs. Low season rates apply for November and December.  The reservation at the Premier Club Hunting Lodge includes exquisite accommodations, gourmet meals, open bar (wine and assortment of refreshing drinks) as well as ground transportation. For those who select the Mexican Wingshooting Club, hotel accommodations are paid directly to the hotel owner. The hunting reservation includes our grand wild duck and dove shoots amenities with breakfast and gourmet lunch at the Club facilities as well as ground transportation from the hotel to our facilities. If you would like more information on our hunt reservations contact us. 
Getting There

Unlike South American destinations, Pichiguila Hunting Club is only few hours’ flight from many major American cities. If you are flying commercially, we will pick you up either at Culiacan Airport (CUL) or Mazatlan Airport (MZT). For information on flight itineraries and fares, contact your local travel professional or contact us.
Most of our guests fly to Culiacan in private planes. Our professional local agent is very efficient and experienced. He will streamline their arrival/departure process, customs clearance and immigration.

Firearms

Hunters can bring their own guns into Mexico (up to two shotguns per individual). A gun permit and a Sinaloa Hunting License are required and will be provided by the Club, upon request. Pichiguila Hunting Club has a large inventory of Benelli and Beretta semi-automatics and over/unders in 12- and 20-gauge shotguns. For more information, contact us.
Packing List

During the hunting season, temperatures range from 45º-60º F in the morning to 80º F at midday. All hunters should bring a mid-weight jacket or windbreaker and a range of light-weight camouflage clothing such as long-sleeved shirts, long pants, a cap or wide-brimmed hat, and sunglasses. Leave the waders at home. Walking shoes or sneakers are suitable footwear. We also recommend that guests pack shooting pads and ear protectors as well as shorts or swim trunks to soak in the infinity pool.
Many hunters also bring cameras or video equipment to capture their memories on film.

To experience our world-class wild duck and dove hunting contact us.
Conservation 

Over 3 million North American waterfowl and shorebirds are attracted to our habitat in the subtropical marsh of the Chiricahueto Lagoon and Ensenada del Pabellon. Each year, we take on the daunting challenge to clear more than 20 miles of “waterways” through giant thick reeds in the lagoon. Usually done by hand the task is Herculean. In 2009, we joined efforts with Pronatura, one of the most active conservation projects in our region to curtail the thick cattail maze with a state of the art machine. Brought from the United States at great cost, the “Swamp Devil” as it is called created many waterways and pot holes for our ducks.
Our marsh, wetlands and mangrove forests are some of the most crucial habitats in the northern hemisphere.  Our sportsmen can relax one afternoon during their hunting vacation to visit this outstanding natural environment. Comfortably seated in an eco-tour airboat they will view thousands of our resident and migratory waterfowl and other native wildlife including large colonies of crocodile.  
Our eco-tour is also available to non hunters and birdwatchers. Throughout the year our local school children and their parents benefit from our ongoing outreach program Alas y Humedales (Wings and Wetlands). To foster the idea of environment protection and conservation of our marsh and its bird population, we resort to the services of biologists and ornithologists.  They lead our eco-tours and offer educational activities to the local school children in our Club facilities. 
Pichiguila Club has launched in 2009 the American Wildlife and Mangrove Foundation to protect our habitat and the resident and migratory wildlife it supports. We strive to strengthen our membership by inviting you to join us and protect with us one of the most important habitats in North America. If you would like to receive more information on becoming a member, contact us.
